Recovery of vision after adjuvant thalidomide in a child with tuberculous meningitis and acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
A 7-year-old child, on maintenance chemotherapy for acute lymphoblastic leukemia, developed tuberculous meningitis complicated by progressive basal meningeal inflammation and abscess formation, in spite of adequate tuberculosis treatment and adjunctive corticosteriod therapy. The child became blind as a result of involvement of the optic chiasm. After 2 months of adjunctive thalidomide therapy, the child regained vision and cranial magnetic resonance imaging showed marked reduction of the inflammatory changes previously demonstrated. Progression of intracranial tuberculous infection, in spite of a treatment that is generally considered to be adequate, is well recognized. Previous reports of a possible beneficiary role of thalidomide in these cases support an immunological basis. The present case suggests a role for thalidomide in the treatment of blindness due to involvement of the optic chiasm in progressive basal tuberculous meningitis.